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work under the title of A Political Memorandum.
It was intended to be a survey of the whole field of
English politics, divided into three parts, dealing
respectively with Foreign Politics, the State of Parties,
and Home Politics. The plan was duly completed,
and a rough draft of the first and third sections was
written, but no more. The bulky fragment was only
added to the now very'considerable store of manuscript
tokens of Goderich's unfulfilled literary ambitions.

The Political Memorandum, however, possesses a
certain biographic interest, especially in the section
dealing with Foreign Politics. To this we shall have
occasion to refer more fully in the next chapter. So
far as the domestic problems touched upon in the
Fragmentary Wild Oats are concerned, it marks a
reassuring return to sober standards of practical politics,
together with the beginning of a constructive stage in
his relative Conservatism. Fundamentally, his outlook
on politics is very much what it was in the Duty of the
Age and in the Wild Oats, but his remedies are now full
of Whig reservations. He still wants his ideal statesman
to recognize the " inevitableness of Democracy," but
not in order to destroy root and branch. His idea now
is to transform gradually with a reverent use of existing
materials. His remedies are five in number : Franchise
Reform, Education, the Conciliation of Classes, Religious
Freedom, and Revival of National Life. The new spirit
comes out most clearly in the first and second of these
remedies. The chief feature of his Franchise scheme
is the substitution of educational and moral tests for
the Ten-Pound Householder; and that of his educational
scheme, the full utilization of all existing voluntary and
religious efforts within a national and compulsory
framework. These ideas are characteristic of the whole
of this section of the Memorandum* They are particu-
larly interesting, because they illustrate a crystallization
of political opinion which knew no essential modification
in Goderich's later life.